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  After nearly a year of working together in HALOS we will soon spend some time 
relaxing over Christmas. Hopefully the holidays will give you time to reflect on the year 
that has passed and also to look forward and into what will come next year! In HALOS 
we have together created new memories and many new experiences and we in the 
project management want to express our sincere gratitude to all of you for making 
HALOS a vivid and creative cross-border regional platform for life science using our 
unique large scale infrastructures! 

  During the autumn we have excitedly followed the progress of our first HALOS cross-
border six month research projects on topics including liver fibrosis, Alzheimer's disease, 
stroke and development of novel diffraction methods. A number of events have been 
arranged with HALOS as host or participant, including a MAX IV/ESS/HALOS seminar at 
the Nordic Life Science Days in Malmö, a workshop - ‘Developing Strategic International 
Research Projects’ arranged by UHH, Hamburg where HALOS was presented as a 
success story, a HALOS matchmaking workshop in Lund in connection with the annual 
Protein Science Day at Lund university, a Medicon Valley Alliance R&D meeting hosted 
by HALOS and attracting well over 100 participants from Biotech, Medtech and Pharma. 
An overview of relevant regional strategies for Innovation, Life Science, Research  
facilities has been made with the goal of identifying what actions that are needed in order 
to enable future development of a sustainable integrated research environment in the 
ÖKS area and Hamburg.
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Medicon Valley Alliance R&D meeting in Lund hosted by HALOS in November 2019.

  During the year, the project management has, among other things, developed material 
to be used in communication (please make sure to always use the HALOS and ÖKS 
Interreg logotypes when presenting HALOS ), been involved in discussions and 
workshops about how we take advantage of our large scale facilities for life science 
research and innovation, and set up an .eu HALOS web page www.halos-
science.eu to be used for entry (the main information will still be kept at
www.halos.lu.se). 

  Read the HALOS newsletter and learn about SMILE, BARI internships and what will 
happen in HALOS during spring 2020 (including the HALOS annual meeting in 
Hamburg the 6th of February (register at  https://www.conferences.uni-hamburg.de
/event/113/)).



Best wishes for a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!

The HALOS project management 
Kajsa, Arwen, Michael and Heather 
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Highlights from the Work package Regional Development

  The Work package Regional Development has made a pragmatic mapping and an
overview of relevant strategies for Innovation, Life Science, Research facilities etc on the
regional, national (SE-DK-DE) and EU level. The analysis also includes associated
projects and a short explanation of mandates and responsibilities. This will help establish
a common platform for the next steps in the work package. The overview will also enable
us to give a regional development perspective to all parts of the HALOS project; to
researchers, universities and the research facilities. Read the summary of the mapping
and more about the WP Regional Development here.

  Moreover, the WP Regional Development has just begun a study of issues related to
Tech transfer, in which key actors will be interviewed in order to find out what the regions
can learn from each other. The WP also intends to act as a platform for encouraging an
in-depth cooperation between the science cities in our regions.

The Baltic Science Network Mobility Programme for Research
Internship (BARI)

 Hamburg BWFG is the lead partner for the Baltic Science Network (BSN)-Powerhouse



Internship Programme” (BARI).  The thematic focus is on Photon & Neutron Science, Life
Science and Welfare State. This obviously fits thematically very nicely with HALOS. The
target group is young researchers. BARI offers doctoral students the possibility to hire
master or bachelor students for a 1-3 month research internship.  

  The internships are funded by different organisations in the BSN countries. The BARI
Programme has already a commitment from several institutions that are willing to provide
funds for the scholarships. However, for the test run that is supposed to start early 2020
there is still the chance to join as additional funders. Potential funders could be
ministries, foundations or individual universities or research infrastructures. For example,
a university can decide to provide one or more scholarships for the participation of their
own students.

  The BARI Programme is very well in line with HALOS and we encourage all
HALOS partner organisations to look into the possibility to join BARI. 

  Download the BARI flyer, the BARI Programme or read more at https://www.baltic-
science.org/bari/ and at HALOS. 

SMILE - Increasing SME access for Innovation to Large-scale
Infrastructures 
- granted a one-year pilot study

  Facilitating SME access to the ProLinC and PReSTO platforms in Sweden will enhance
pre- and post-experiment work related to measurements at large scale infrastructures
while increasing the innovation capacity of SMEs in the region. To further deepen
knowledge exchange and collaboration with SMEs, SMILE will support pilot projects (1-6
months) where young researchers develop innovation ideas with infrastructure potential
together with mentors from academia, industry and infrastructure. To further link SMEs
with national / international infrastructure, SMILE will collaborate with HALOS, where
mentoring at the large scale infrastructures, educational and SME initiatives and
strategic collaboration planning is included. By lifting infrastructure restrictions for SMEs,
SMILE takes advantage of the educational and innovation potential of women and
foreign-born researchers in Life Science Technology, and promotes opportunities for
long-term innovation development throughout the region of East mid-Sweden.

We warmly welcome SMILE project participants and SMEs connected to the SMILE
projects to activities within HALOS such as seminars, workshops and summer/winter
schools. SMILE will use its ERDF budget to pay for its members participation and hence
there will be no mix of funds from HALOS and SMILE, i.e., each project will use its
budget in line with their respective proposals. We look forward to interacting with the
SMILE management team/strategic platform to e.g., plan for joint activities and strategies
with the aim to successfully meet all of the goals of HALOS and SMILE, including to
significantly increase innovation and expand knowledge in Life Science of how to take
advantage of our large-scale facilities. 



https://ww.nsc.liu.se/support/presto

Maria Sunnerhagen, Linköping university, SMILE project manager

What is happening spring 2020?

Financial and activity reporting
  Make sure to send your reports to the lead partner (activity reports) and national
coordinator (financial reports) for the second reporting period of HALOS not later
than 28th of February 2020. The second application for payment must be registered by
the lead partner in "My application" by 15th March 2020. 

Six Month Project Call 
  The deadline for the next HALOS CBR projects call is 6th of March 2020 (the call is
open for applications from all HALOS partner organisations).

  Updated versions of the call text and template for applications will be published on the
HALOS web site in January 2020. There will be some changes so make sure to use the
versions labeled with ‘January’ when preparing your applications for six month HALOS
projects.

HALOS General Assembly Meeting
  The 3rd General Assembly Meeting (by invitation only) will be held on the 6th February
2020, 08.00-9.30 at CSSB, Universität Hamburg.

Cross Border Steering Committee Meeting dates
  The 5th HALOS CBR SC Meeting will be held on the 20th March 2020 13.00-15.00
(deadline for six month applications 6th of March).

The HALOS Annual Meeting 2020 
  Universität Hamburg will host the first HALOS Annual Meeting at the Centre for
Structural Systems Biology on the Bahrenfeld Science Campus, Hamburg
– 6th February 2020 10:00-20:30 (including evening poster session and buffet),
Hamburg, https://www.conferences.uni-hamburg.de/event/113/. The HALOS Annual
Meeting is free of charge to attend. If you need travel support you should contact your
local partner organisaton HALOS representative (different travel support policies apply at
different HALOS partner organisations).



    

Thanks to generous support from the Universität Hamburg there will be a free coach 
transfer to Hamburg from Lund and Copenhagen. If you have signed up for the coach 
then then more details will follow closer to the event with details of pick-up/drop-off times.

HALOS Cross Border Research Matchmaking Workshop
  Register for a half day Matchmaking Workshop organised by WP2-Cross Border 
Research, where researchers will have the chance to present their current projects and 
challenges and to seek expertise and advice from within the HALOS network on how to
tackle them – 7th February 2020 9:00-12:00, Hamburg.

Additional events where HALOS will be present as invited guests, co-organisers or 
organiser
· ‘The Future of Swedish & Danish Life Science’, 2nd April 2020, Lund.

· ‘Medicine in the Baltic Sea Region since the early 20th Century: Networks, transfers,
consequences’ – 26th March 2020, Lund.

· HALOS Spring School - 6-9th April 2020, Bahrenfeld Science Campus. The first
HALOS summer school co-hosted by UHH, EMBL, European XFEL and DESY.

· Fehmarnbelt citizen day, 17th May 2020, Weissenhäuser Strand.

· RAMP conference  in Lund, three days meeting in early June, Lund (more information
and dates will come soon at the HALOS web page, or contact Esko Oksanen)

Course Package ‘MAX IV and ESS-based imaging for medical and biomedical
research’
  To support life science sector researchers as users of the various measurement and
experimental techniques at MAX IV and ESS, Lund university has developed a course
package. The courses are specifically developed to target users from the medical and
biomedical sector from both the pre-clinical and clinical side. It includes four modules: (I)
introduction for biomedical application, (II) practical aspects such as sample preparation
and data collection strategies; (III) a hands-on part with the opportunity to collect data on
your own sample at a synchrotron beamline; and (IV) data analysis covering the basics
for data treatments, and question and answer sessions to discuss specific problems.

 Half day seminar / Teaser for the Course Package: ‘Are you curious on how MAX IV
and ESS can be used for medical research and innovation?’
  This half day seminar will give an introduction to the different techniques such as
infrared microscopy, x-ray tomography, scanning X-ray fluorescence, solution and
surface scattering of x-rays and neutrons from biological samples, which will be available
at MAX IV and ESS. During the seminar examples of medical and biomedical research
projects will be used to illustrate the use of the different techniques. 

  The seminar can be used as the first part of course module I in the ‘MAX IV and ESS-
based imaging for medical and biomedical research’, Course Package at Lund university.

  The dates for the full course package are not yet set but will be announced early 2020.
For the teaser seminar – please contact Oxana Klementieva for finding a date suitable
for your organization.



HALOS related events 
· Workshop on bio- and medical imaging at PETRA III and PETRA IV – 22nd-23rd April

2020, DESY, Hamburg (more information will come soon at the HALOS web page or
contact Hans-Christian Wille)

· Biophysical Society meeting on Exascale Computing and Biophysics – 12th-15th May
2020, Hamburg. The deadline to submit an abstract is January 20, 2020 and the early
registration deadline is February 7, 2020.

  If your organization has any other dates or information regarding HALOS or related
activities, please let us know and we will be happy to add them on the HALOS calendar.




